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A NUMBER of questions agitated and divided the Convention, — questions 
relating to the recent scenes of violence, to the difficulties which attended 
forwarding supplies to the armies, and particularly to the scarcity of the 
means of subsistence, which with the people had become a serious matter. 
All these questions begat charges of misconduct and recrimination, which 
showed the fast widening breach between the Girondists and the Jacobins. 
During the discussion there seemed to be a careful avoidance of any allusion 
to the king. At last silence on this subject was broken by Robespierre, who 
announced that there was one remedy for all the evils which then troubled 
their minds, and that was the immediate condemnation of the king. There 
were many who were ready to act upon this suggestion, but the subject was 
laid over until the 3d of December, when the Convention decided formally to 
proceed with the trial of the king. His arraignment took place on the 11th 
and the trial began and was finished on the 26th. On the following day 
a discussion began by the members of the Convention, which was closed on 
the 7th of January, 1793, when it was decided that a vote should be taken 
on the 14th. The discussion mainly related to the question, whether the 
judgment of the Convention should be final or referred to the people. 

When the Convention met, the 14th was consumed in determining that 
the questions to be voted on were First, Was the king guilty of conspiring 
against the liberty of the nation? Srconp, Shall the judgment be referred 
to the people? Tuirp, What penalty shall be inflicted? On the 15th the 
first two questions were decided; the first in the affirmative, the second 
in the negative. The decision of the remaining question was postponed 
until the 16th. The entire day was consumed in settling some preliminary 
questions, and the call of the votes did not begin until seven o'clock in 
the evening. The Convention continued in session until the call was com- 
pleted at seven o'clock in the evening of the 17th. ‘There was a variety in 
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the form of the votes given; some were for confinement, some for banish- 
ment until the declaration of peace, and some for death, with a delay for 
the purpose of considering the question of postponing the execution of the 
sentence. There was, however, a bare majority in favor of the penalty of 
death. The Convention was frightened into passing this sentence by the 
crowd which filled the galleries and denounced, as the call approached its 
end, all who showed mercy. 

During the discussion which followed the trial, they who opposed a refer- 
ence to the people declared that it would produce civil war; and in the final 
vote, many alleged a fear of such a result as the reason for voting in favor 
of the penalty of death. This fear was continually increased by the violent 
demonstrations of the spectators. Verginaud, the most eloquent member of 
the Girondists, spoke longest in favor of an appeal to the people. He also in 
conversation declared that he would not vote for the execution of the king. 
When, however, his name was called, he voted ‘ Death,” with delay for the 
purpose just stated. He gave as reason for his change of opinion his fear of 
civil war! The king asked for an appeal to the people, and the counsel who 
defended him demanded delay. The appeal to the people was refused, and 
in consequence of the time that was consumed in verifying the enumeration 
of votes, the question of delay was not taken until the 19th. It was refused 
by a vote which was notfinished until three o’clock in the morning of the 20th. 
The king was immediately informed of the sentence, and notwithstanding his 
request for three days’ delay for preparation for death, his execution took 
place at ten o'clock on the morning of the 21st. When the king was arraigned 
on the 11th of December, he was separated from his family by the Commune 
of Paris, who had charge of him, and was not permitted to see or communi- 
cate in any manner with any member of his family until the evening before 
his execution ! 

The Convention was wholly republican, but its members were not united. 
The moderate party, composed of the Girondins, was known as The Right ; 
the radical party, headed by Danton, Robespierre and Marat, constituted The 
Left, and was known as The Mountain. There was a third party called The 
Plain; its members at first followed the Girondists, but they were weak, 
timid, and uncertain. ‘The Girondists were men of talents, of purity of char- 
acter, and the leaders were eloquent in the Tribune; they composed the 
ministry, and had on their side almost the entire country outside of Paris. 
The population of the provinces was as distinguished for its love of order as 
for its patriotism. The excesses of the mob of Paris excited only indigna- 
tion against those who prompted them or approved of them. So general was 
the feeling of this character, that some of the affiliated Jacobin Clubs sent to 
the parent club in Paris a prayer that it purge itself of such men as Marat and 
Robespierre. ‘The Girondists, however, did not possess the art of directing 
public opinion ; they had no disposition to conciliate their opponents, and 
lacked audacity and energy. Besides this, they were alone in the camp of 
their enemies. The sentiment of Paris was controlled by the two clubs, 
which had been in existence since the beginning of the Revolution, and which 
had at their command the same sans-culottes who had raised the insurrection 
of August roth, and who had executed the massacres of September. The 
clubs were the allies of the party of The Mountain. 
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Animosity existed between the two parties at the time of the organization 
of the Convention, and was exhibited immediately upon the passage of the 
law abolishing the monarchy. The Girondists proposed to examine into the 
condition of Paris in relation to the recent massacres ; they also proposed the 
passage of a law for the punishment of those who incited others to murder 
and assassination. Upon this a discussion arose which established the 
difference between the parties. The Girondists accused the leaders of The 
Mountain of aiming at a dictature and of elevating themselves upon the ruins 
of the monarchy just destroyed. The virulence of feeling which this charge 
excited was increased by the persistent efforts of the Girondists to inquire 
into the late disorders, and to punish others which were continually occurring. 
Inquiries of this character too nearly concerned the party of The Mountain, 
and they retorted by accusing their opponents of being in alliance with the 
royalists. In April, Dumouriez, the general who repulsed the first invasion of 
the allied forces at Valmy, on the 20th of September, 1792, and subsequently 
defeated them at Jemmapes on the 6th of November following, abandoned his 
army and went over to the camp of the enemy, whence he retired to Switzer- 
land. ‘This defection of the first great general of the war, excited not only 
indignation but alarm, and the Jacobins availed themselves of the occasion to 
excite increased distrust of the Girondins, who were directly charged with 
collusion with Dumouriez. 

On one occasion a committee of twelve was ordered to investigate the 
conduct of one of the sections or wards of Paris, and the committee was 
filled by members of The Right. The committee probed the affair to the 
bottom, and ordered the arrest of one of the offenders. The scrutiny was too 
thorough, and a great outcry was raised in the city. Soon petitions began to 
come in from a number of the sections, demanding the arrest of the commit- 
tee of twelve, and of twenty-two Girondins in addition, whose names were 
given. As long as the attacks upon the Girondists were confined within the 
limits of the Convention, they were able to maintain their position. ‘Their 
enemies were obliged to resort to the common revolutionary remedy of an 
insurrection, which was easily excited in the city, and which no existing 
power could control. Sixty thousand men and women in arms besieged the 
Convention, took possession not only of the galleries, but of the floor of the 
hall, and wrung from the intimidated deputies on the 31st of May, a decree 
which dissolved the obnoxious committee of twelve. Finally, on the 2d of 
June, the last concession was made to the mob, and the arrest of the twenty- 
two Girondists was ordered. 

The first order of the Convention directed not only that the twenty-two 
persons against whom the petition of the sections had been directed, but also 
that the members of the committee of twelve should be put under guard at 
their homes. Many of them made their escape from the city, and with a 
number of their associates of The Right, who had not been molested, went 
into the provinces to excite the people to action against the Convention. 
This was not a difficult task. Public sentiment had long since been roused to 
a high pitch of indignation by the violent acts of The Mountain and of the 
Jacobins, and when the action of May 31st and of June 2d became known, 
public excitement reached its culminating point. The Vendean insurrection, 
during which Louis XVII was proclaimed king, already existed, and before 
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the summer ended, one hundred thousand men were under arms against the 
Republic. ‘The revolt of the republican population extended so far, that of the 
eighty-three departments only thirteen remained faithful to the Convention. 

In addition to the troubles at home, the French armies met with reverses 
and checks at every point of the frontier. If there had been concert of action 
and energy on the part of the enemy, the cause of the Republic would have 
been lost. In this crisis the government at Paris did not lose heart nor abate 
its activity. The persons under guard at their homes, who had not escaped, 
were at once sent to prison. On the 2oth of October a formal act of accusa- 
tion against them was made by the Convention, and they were tried by a 
revolutionary tribunal, and on the 30th all—save one who committed suicide 
— perished upon the scaffold. One of the offences charged against them was 
their “ energetic protestations against the massacres !” 

All absent deputies were ordered to return to their posts under penalty 
of being displaced, and the disaffected departments were given three days in 
which to lay down their arms. Departments which did not yield were pro- 
ceeded against at once. The revolt at Lyons was formidable in its character. 
An army was sent against it, and as the siege of the place made but slow 
progress, an order was made that it be taken by assault at any cost. The 
assault was successful, and ‘the city was doomed to destruction. Finally, the 
armies of the Vendean insurrection were defeated before the end of October, 
although the pacification of the seditious district did not occur until a later 
day. The disaffected departments also returned to their allegiance. Many 
causes led to this result, but the chief one was doubtless a fear lest the cause 
of the Republic might be compromised. The people of these departments 
hated the methods adopted by the dominant party, but their attachment to 
the Republic was the stronger feeling. 

In addition to the resolute front which the Convention presented against 
the enemies at home, there was exhibited in the preparation for the contest 
with the foreign foe, a degree of courage and energy that has never been any 
where surpassed. Acting on the supposition that a nation of twenty millions 
of population ought not and could not be conquered, the Convention decreed 
that the persons and the property of the country be placed at the disposition 
of the government. A levy ex masse was ordered, and forced loans were 
made in the form of assessments upon every person in proportion to property 
and income. ‘These decrees were enforced as the demands arose, and success 
in the field followed, in the close of the year, this bold and resolute action of 
the government. 

One of the objects in calling the Convention, was the formation of a 
new constitution that should be adapted to the new condition of things which 
would follow the suspension of the king. While the Convention was in its 
greatest embarrassment, for the purpose of conciliating public sentiment, a 
new constitution was prepared in June. Its author was Hérault de Sechelles, 
a deputy of education, of wealth, and of humane feelings. He finished the 
work in eight days. It was presented to the Convention on the roth of June 
and adopted on the 24th of the same month. It was submitted to the people, 
and at the same time the provinces in revolt were given three days in 
which to make their submission to the government. By the new constitution 
the government consisted of a legislative body, whose members were chosen 
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by universal suffrage. There was one deputy for every fifty thousand of 
population. The members were elected only for one year. There was an 
executive body of a novel character. ‘The people chose an electoral college, 
which presented to the legislative body a certain number of candidates, from 
whom an executive council of twenty-five members was chosen. This body 
held office for two years, one-half of the members being chosen each year. 
It appointed all the generals and ministers and agents, whom it was bound to 
supervise and direct. 

Upon the adoption of the constitution by the people, it was ordered that 
the event should be celebrated by a festival on the roth of August. The 
necessary preparations for the festival were made by David, the celebrated 
painter, and they were of the most elaborate character. The ceremonies, in 
which members of the legislative body elected under the new constitution, 
representatives from all the departments, the Convention, and almost the 
entire population of Paris took part, began at four o'clock in the morning and 
did not close until night. A prominent feature of the arrangements was a 
large fountain in the place in which the Bastile had stood, called ‘“ Tue 
FouNTAIN OF REGENERATION,” from which each member of the procession 
drank in passing. 

This part of the ceremony is commemorated in a coin of Five Décimes 
struck in the latter part of the year, but after the beginning of the Year 2. 
On the obverse there is a wreath which surrounds the denomination 5 pécIMES 
and the date L’an 2. The legend is REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE. On the edge there 
is the inscription EGALITE LIBERTE INDIVISIBILITE. The device of the reverse, 
shown in figure No. 6, is a public fountain, similar in general design to some 
which are now to be seen in Italy. A female of gigantic stature, in Egyptian 
costume, is seated on a large pedestal, and from her breasts strong jets of 
water are thrown into a basin at the foot of the pedestal. A young man, who 
holds a branch of the olive tree in one hand, is extending with the other a 
cup of water to a decrepit old man who has approached bearing a banner; he 
is feeble and just able to raise his mouth to the cup presented to him. The 
legend is REGENERATION FRANCOISE, and below is the date 10 aouT 1793. 

It was generally believed that the contest was ended when the constitu- 
tion of 1791 was adopted and accepted by both parties. The number of 
republicans in the Country was small, and they had not shown any regular 
party organization. The only change which the country seemed to desire was 
effected by the abolition of the feudal system and the establishment of a 
monarchy with powers prescribed and limited by constitutional provisions. It 
is very evident that the sentiment is fairly represented on the several coins of 
1791 and 1792, which have been already described. The contest, however, 
was renewed and prolonged by the court and its numerous friends and 
allies at home and abroad. Their operations in the field were begun on 
a formidable scale, and threatened disaster to the patriots. Finally, the 
crisis arrived and victory fell to the lot of the people. Then occurred 
the great event of August 10, 1792, which led first to the suspension 
of the king and finally to the abolition of royalty. 

If we put ourselves in the place of those whose recollections of the 
enormous abuses of the feudal system were in 1793 as fresh as of the events 
of yesterday, whose backs were still bent from the heavy weight of burdens 
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so lately thrown off, we may in a faint degree realize the feelings with which 
on the first anniversary of the day of assured freedom, they celebrated the 
adoption of a new and republican constitution ; we would not see nor think of 
the combats which had gone before, of the murders committed, of the mean 
use of the sword of public vengeance to gratify private malice; we would look 
over and beyond all these repulsive scenes and see only the auspicious event 
of the day, and regard it as in fact a very fountain of living waters, on drinking 
which the bowed form of France arose and stood erect, free and regenerated. 

In 1793 and in /’am 2 a piece of six livres in silver was issued with 
republican devices. The obverse is the same as the device of No. 5. The 
reverse simply gives the denomination, which is surrounded by the new 
inscription REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE. ‘The livre, which was the unit of the old 
coinage, is used to designate the value of the piece, the decimal system of 
currency not having yet been established. The inscription on the edge of the 
coin is LIBERTE EGALITE. 

More expressive are the Sol and Half Sol, represented in figures 7 and 8. 
The two pieces have the same devices and inscriptions, the obverse of one 
and the reverse of the other being shown in the two figures. The devices 
are very significant; the scales evenly poised and surmounted by the Liberty 
cap are strong illustrations of the favorite words, Liberty, Equality, which 
constitute the legend; while it may be inferred from the date 1793 in the 
accustomed style, that the new computation of time had not yet become 
familiar to the public mind. The inscription on the tablet on the other side, 
LES HOMMES SONT EGAUX DEVANT LA Lol, “ Men are equal in the presence of 
the law,” shows that the main results of the Revolution were ever present to 
the public mind, notwithstanding the scenes of horror through which they 
were worked out. 

After the adoption of the new constitution, it soon became evident that 
the safety of the country would be put in danger by entrusting its defence 
against foreign and domestic enemies to new and inexperienced men. The 
Convention therefore decided that it would maintain its existence as a REvo- 
LUTIONARY GOVERNMENT until the establishment of peace. This action was 
acceded to by the new deputies. In fact the constitution of 1793 never went 
fully into operation. The Convention henceforth exercised absolute power. 
With it there were practically associated the Commune of Paris and the Club 
of the Jacobins. 

At the time of the defection of Dumouriez, a CommirreE or PuBLic 
Sarety, composed of nine members, had been appointed with supervisory 
powers over all civil and military affairs. The appointment was for one 
month, but it was continued from month to month until the new step taken 
by the Convention, when it was reorganized and made the supreme adminis- 
trative power of the new government. Subordinate to it was the COMMITTEE 
or GENERAL Security, also of nine members, which was charged with the 
affairs of police. These two committees with an ExrraorDINARY JUDICIAL 
TRIBUNAL practically composed the government. There was organized a 
REVOLUTIONARY Army of six thousand infantry and an artillery force of two 
hundred men. ‘This army was to be employed in France at all points where 
its presence might be necessary. Carnot, distinguished for his administration 
of military affairs, and Robespierre, now became members of the Committee 
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of Public Safety. With a very material change of the law relating to sus- 
pected persons, which substantially placed the life of every one at the 
mercy of an enemy, and with the re-enacting of the law authorizing domi- 
ciliary visits at night, the government was prepared to enter upon the 
Reign of Terror which followed. 

The new government being now firmly established, several measures of 
an administrative character were adopted. ‘The first was the decimal system 
of weights and measures, under which natural and invariable quantities were 
adopted as units, and these multiplied and divided indefinitely, constitute the 
system which exists to this day. The new computation of time, under which 
the 22d of September, 1792, was adopted as the beginning of the Year Onr, 
was incomplete without further legislation of an extravagant character. It 
would have been desirable to conform the new legislation to the decimal sys- 
tem, but as the revolutions of the moon around the earth determined the 
number of months, and as these revolutions remained unchanged notwith- 
standing the changes in France, the year was divided into twelve months of 
thirty days. New names were given to the months, which were indicative of 
the seasons to which they belonged. ‘The autumn months,—the first of the 
year, were Vendémiare, Brumaire and Frimaire; the winter months were 
Nivése, Pluvidse and Ventdse; the spring months were Germinal, Floréal 
and Prairial; and Messidor, Thermidor and Fructidor were the months of 
summer. This arrangement left five, and in leap-year six intercalary days, 
which were called sans-cuLoTTiIpEs, and were reserved for national festivals. 
Each month had thirty days and was divided into three parts which were 
called decades ; the last day of each decade took the place of the Sabbath, and 
was a day of rest. The day was divided into ten hours, and the division was 
continued to the minutest subdivision of time. This last change was post- 
poned for one year, and never went into operation. 

As there was a general remodelling of society, under which new things 
were taking the place of those which were old, the idea sprung up that the 
religion of the country should be supplanted by a new system, under which 
death was an eternal sleep, and reason the only deity to be worshiped while 
life lasted. The movement originated with the Commune of Paris and was 
generally adopted by the communal organizations in the Provinces. It was 
characterized by scenes which were in part ridiculous, in part vulgar and 
wholly blasphemous. The movement, although general, was never favored 
by the government, and was so unpopular that it was arrested by the Com- 
mune of Paris on the motion of Chaumette, its author. The final blow was 
given by the Convention which re-established religious liberty and put an end 
to the indecent exhibitions of the religion of Reason. ‘The establishment of 
the worship of the goddess of Reason is generally spoken of as the principal 
event of the French Revolution. In fact its rise and downfall occurred in the 
month of November. 

The decimal system of coinage was not adopted until the 7th of April, 
1795, 18th Germinal, An 3. 

At this point it is most convenient to notice one of the most remarkable 
episodes of the Revolution. One of the first acts of the Constituent Assem- 
bly was to place the property of the Church at the disposal of the govern- 
ment. As the government was in need of money, it ordered sales of this 
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property to the amount of four hundred millions of francs. To avoid the 
depreciation of property which would follow if so large an amount were 
thrown at once upon the market, it was resolved to defer the sale, but to 
anticipate its proceeds. This was done by the issue of notes, which were 
assigned to the lands for payment and receivable on the purchase of them 
These were the Assignats so famous in French Revolutionary History. 

The first issue was in April, 1790, to the amount of four hundred millions 
of francs. It was ultimately increased to forty-five thousand five hundred 
millions, and then reduced by loans and payment of arrears of taxes to 
twenty-four thousand millions. The property of the state had in the mean 
time, by the forfeiture of the estates of royalists who emigrated, increased to 
twelve thousand millions of francs. A law was passed authorizing the redemp- 
tion of the assignats by the issue of eight hundred millions of a new paper 
called Mandats, which were made a more specific charge upon the national 
domain by the provision that the holder of them could have assigned to him 
any tract, of his own selection, at three times the price it bore in 1790. The 
hope that this new form of currency would be henceforth available was a vain 
one, and the era of the mandats ceased upon the passage of a law in 1796 for 
their receipt in purchase of the national domain, not at par, but at one-fourth 
their value. 

The depreciation of the assignat at first was slight. It was a legal tender 
in the payment of debts, and this quality for awhile gave it a value which it 
did not derive from its being a charge upon the national domain; but very 
soon, although the only money in circulation, it became well nigh valueless. 
Every variety of severe legislation failed to secure for it the confidence of the 
public. Finally, the government ceased to call if money, and regulated its 
circulation according to its value. In March, 1796, the louis d’or, worth nine 
dollars and a quarter, commanded seven thousand two hundred francs in 
assignats. From the last twenty thousand millions issued, the government 
realized scarcely one hundred millions. 

Distrust of the government was a cause of lack of confidence in its 
currency, but not the sole cause, for the depreciation increased in spite of the 
success of the Revolution. All fear of the return of the Bourbons had passed 
before the value of the currency had fallen to its lowest point. Neither was 
it the want of resources that caused the government to fail in credit. The 
resources were sufficient, for it was mainly by the use of them that France 
sustained herself during twenty-five years against the rest of Europe. The 
reason is found in the fact that the Third Estate was not possessed of suf- 
ficient knowledge and skill for the management of the finances of a nation. 
Having resolved upon the sale of the church domains, it failed to adopt 
prompt and effectual means to make the proceeds of sale available for the 
purpose for which it was ordered; having subjected to taxation, from which 
it had heretofore been exempted, a large amount of the property of the 
country, it adopted a plan of assessment and collection which permitted much 
property to escape assessment, and failed to secure payment from much that 
was assessed. 

In the straits to which the government was brought by these causes, the 
new paper currency afforded such easy means of meeting the demands of the 
moment, that it was resorted to as the demands arose. It did not, however, 





1886. ] AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 33 


supply the defects of the financial system; it aggravated them, for as the 
receipts of legitimate revenue diminished, and paper currency increased, the 
latter fell in value. This led to higher prices for what the government 
bought—to receipt of smaller value for larger issue—and to still more assig- 
nats. This currency debt was based upon the resources of the country, but 
it never was discharged because those resources never were applied to its 
payment. A currency resting on such a basis is valueless from the beginning 
unless it is certain that honesty and intelligence will unite in measures for 
prompt conversion of the resources as rapidly as payment of the currency 
may be required. 


[To be continued. } 





NE of the minor effects of the Renaissance, that flood which on 
its high tide carried with it the intellect and art-mind of Europe, 
was, that among other matters of greater moment, attention was 
given to the collection of the Coinage of Classical Ages. Such 
curiosities as antique gems (and probably medals) had already 
attracted the attention of even the warriors of the Crusades, as 
shown by the specimens of Greek and Roman engraved stones, 
mounted in medieval settings as seals, known to have been used 
by English personages of distinction between the twelfth and 

fourteenth centuries, and now forming part of the collections in the British Museum. 

It was, however, not until some lustres after the invention of printing, and conse- 
quent dissemination of all kinds of useful knowledge, that graphic art, both on wood 
and on copper, attained great technical power, success and popularity. Then, in the 
early portion of the sixteenth century, it was pressed into the service of numismatics, 
books being composed, illustrated, and issued, where both texts and designs were 
colleagues for the due treatment, explanation and history of coins and medals. 

I cannot take upon myself to say that I have been an exhaustive seeker after the 
class of works to which I have just referred ; but, from what I have observed, I incline 
towards the opinion that they ran rather in the direction of the Roman Empire series, 
than in the way of pieces issued by Greek States and Colonies. The earliest woodcuts 
of coins which I have as yet come across, are represented on the pages of a History of 
the first kings of Aragon, printed at Saragoza in A. D. 1509. These representations 
show the designs of various pieces, depicted in white on a black ground, a style, as I 
shall presently demonstrate, prevalent for some little time. In this memorandum, 
however, I propose to confine myself to the examination of two books on Roman 
Coinage, which issued from the press, the one at Venice in A. D. 1553, the other at 
Zurich in A. D. 1557. In respect of this latter, the text of which is written in Latin, 
the title, roughly put into English, describes it as Treasures of Antiquity, z. ¢. Like- 
nesses of Imperial Roman personages, most faithfully delineated from ancient coins in 
the Museum of James de Strada, Antiquary of Mantua (the author of the volume). 
The illustrations, four hundred and eighty-six in number, are circular in form, having 
heads, ornaments and inscriptions in white, relieved by a black background, a method 
of treatment perfectly adapted to wood engraving, for obvious reasons which need not 
appear here, and which obtained considerable practice during the sixteenth century. I 
am unable to agree with de Strada that these woodcuts have been rendered, as he 
observes, “fidelissime,” from the original sources, the coins in his cabinet ; as, although 
the illustrations possess a fair degree of interest, they are too idealized, and let me say, 
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romanced, to approach reality ; while the mechanical precision employed, the diameter 
in every case being alike, militates against the fact that gold and silver and brass 
pieces, Ist, 2d, and smaller, have been levied upon. 

I therefore give but one example, said to be the present- 
ment of Cleopatra, Antony's queen-mistress ; but I dissent 
from the likeness, albeit there is a something in feature akin 
to the well known effigies on her fully recognized coins, and 
merely observe that the real interest centres upon the point 
of the “style” of art employed in so early an attempt to dis- 
seminate information upon a numismatic subject; a few words 
on the life and death of the queen appear beneath the illus- 
tration. Finally, I may remark, that the series of quasi por- 
traits commences with that of Julius Caesar, goes through the 
imperial families of the Western and the Eastern empires, 
touches on German descendants, on Cantacuzene, the Palaeologi, etc., and finishes up 
with a (blank) medallion of Charles V, Emperor of Austria, Spain and Sicily. 

I shall hope to send you for the next issue of the Yournal some observations 
upon the Venetian book of 1553. The initial letter to this article is from an Italian 
source, dating about the middle of the sixteenth century, and showing the head of 
Vespasian, evidently inspired by one of that emperor’s medallions. 

London, England. WM. TASKER NUGENT. 
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THE CENT IN CALIFORNIA. 


A Catirornia dispatch states that an important change has been introduced by 
several San Francisco business firms, namely, the use of the Cent in making change. 
such a statement tends to show how considerable have been many of the differences 
of custom between the rest of the Union and California, fora number of years. When 
the flush times prevailed, no Californian would condescend to look at any coin smaller 
than a ten-cent piece. In making change, the seller usually reaped the advantage of 
this custom. Presently the times became harder, and then the five-cent piece was 
introduced, but was very slow in making its way. At first the public rejected it with 
scorn. Then they began to realize that it had its uses, and at last it was adopted 
cheerfully and has held its own ever since. But the advantage still rested with the 
seller when this change had been made. Whenever two or three cents was needed to 
make up a sum in retail trade, the dealer took it as legitimate profit. As to the one- 
cent piece, it was pooh-poohed, and California continued to plume herself upon her 
superiority to that petty kind of coinage. 

But the times did not get any better. Poverty of a more pinching sort than ever 
before in the Golden State, compelled all except the most incorrigible to economize 
seriously. ven then it may be doubted whether any further change would have been 
effected, had not the idea occurred to certain business men that it would be a good 
advertisement to make exact change. They got it from the banks, which had been 
obliged to employ gents long before. At first, just as with the five-cent piece, the 
public laughed at the new idea, and thought nothing could be done with cents. But 
already it has been discovered that these humble coins are worth having, and as inquiry 
concerning Eastern customs shows the important role played by the cent in retail 
business and housekeeping on this side of the Rocky Mountains, there can be no 
doubt that the people of California will learn to appreciate the little stranger, and, 
having once adopted, will refuse to dispense with it. Perhaps if our free-handed 
Western fellow-citizens realized how much they have lost through their contempt for 
small change in the past, they would regret having hesitated so long before availing 
themselves of the minor subsidiary coinage.—New York Tribune, 
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SOME ANCIENT DEVICES. 
BY ROBERT MORRIS, LL.D. 


Havinc recently come into possession of a number of coins from the 
early mintages of the island of Rhodes, I have become much interested in 
their peculiar devices. None of the largest size (#axitmae formae) are in this 
collection, which contains only coins of the second and smallest sizes. They 
are all in dvonze, although specimens in sz/very are not uncommon among 
dealers. The head upon the obverse is usually that of Apollo, god of the Sun, 
and tutelary genius of the island. The head is sometimes radiated and some- 
times not. The reverse presents a flower, most commonly styled a rose, as if 
Rhodes (Ahodos) received its name from that flower; but the best writers 
have decided that it is that of the weld pomegranate (balustrum). Spanheim 
devotes a considerable space to proving this, and I am convinced by his argu- 
ments. Other heads, however, besides that of Apollo, are exhibited on the 
coins of Rhodes, as for instance, those of Hercules, Mercury, Bacchus, Sera- 
pis, and perhaps others. 

The inscriptions are always in Greek, and abbreviations of the name of 
the city (I substitute Roman letters), viz: Ro. RHODION. RHODIO, etc. Other 
emblems besides that of the da/ustrum are seen upon the specimens, as the 
dull thrusting his horns; the caduceus ; Victory marching; the prow of a ship; 
the star ; the horseman, thunderbolts, and other devices. After the absorp- 
tion of this island into the Roman empire, coins were struck at Rhodes under 
Marc Antony, Tiberius, Nero, Vespasian, Domitian, Nerva, Trajan, Antoninus 
Pius, Marcus Aurelius, Commodus, and Caracalla. ‘The most of these bear 
the radiated head of Apollo, sometimes with a star at the breast. Those of 
Trajan exhibit Neptune ; those of Antoninus Pius, the heads of Apollo and 
his sister Diana jugata, that is, side by side on the coin. 

In comparing the flower, so common to Rhodian coins, with other plants, 
the botanical student will find quite a herbarium upon his collection of ancient 
coins. On those of Cyrene the sz/phium is characteristic; the /otus was 
peculiar to the coins of Egypt; the dz/tany (dictamnus) to Crete; the onzon 
(cepa) to Ascalon. Trees, plants and shrubs, with their flowers and fruits, are 
also symbols on coins, as the white fir tree (abies) upon those of Germany ; 
the celery, of Selinus in Sicily; the ofve tree, of the Athenians ; the palm, of 
many cities and countries, as Tyre, Damascus, Judea, and the colonies of 
Phoenicia in Spain and Sicily; heads of wheat, of Italy, Sicily, Spain, Egypt, 
Africa; vine twigs and grape clusters, of many places famous for the culture 
of the grape; a branch of frankincense (thurium), of Arabia; the medical 
apple, of Parthia; pot of manna, of the Hebrews. All these were placed upon 
the coins either as insignia or as true indices of the respective places. Some- 
times, however, they simply indicate the places where the several plants are 
indigenous (Spanheim, I, 320, describes certain localities named from plants). 

Pursuing this subject by the aid of numismatic authorities, we find a 
crown composed of the leaves of myrrh upon coins of Smyrna; of hypoglossus 
or /aurel in coins of the Myrrhinas; of the herb commagziue in coins of the 
place thus named. A slip of a branch is seen upon a very considerable variety 
of coins; sometimes in the field of the coin, sometimes at the knees of a horse 
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or ina quadriga. In figures representing rivers, as those of Philipopolis in 
Thrace, we see plants behind the recumbent giant. In the hand of the image 
of Victory upon coins of Perga in Sicily a plant is held. Coins of Autocrene 
in Phrygia have the figure of Marsyas hanging from a plane tree. But the 
numismatic botanist will find the entire ‘“ History of plants illustrated by 
coins” in Spanheim’s great work De Praestantia et Usu Nummorum Anti- 
guorum. Vart I. Dissertation 6, pp. 292, etc., and 362, ete. 
La Grange, Kentucky. 


PROVINCIAL PAPER ISSUES. 


Wuite the Continental Currency so-called —the paper money issued by 
the Continental Congress for carrying on the Revolutionary War —is very 
common, the earlier paper issues of the Colonies are less frequently found, 
and some dates are very scarce. Their origin is to be found in the issue of 
‘ Bills of Credit,” first authorized by the General Court of Massachusetts in 
1702. After the close of the campaign against Cape Breton and Louisburg, 
during which the amount of paper money had increased to an enormous 
extent, the attention of the British Government was called to the expenses 
borne by the Province of Massachusetts in carrying on that expedition, and 
after some delay Parliament granted the sum of £184,000 in round numbers, 
to reimburse this outlay. The old bills were called in, — £ 2,200,500 in nomi- 
nal value; the rate of redemption fixed at eleven for one, and 653,900 ounces 
of silver in dollars, and parts of dollars, with ten tons of copper coin, shipped 
from England, having arrived in Boston, eae 18, 1749, by the ‘ Mermaid,” 
was applied to paying off these old bills, the balance being provided for by 
tax, and the paper money was destroyed. A few pieces escaped, some having 
been preserved as curiosities, others to illustrate the ballads which mourned 
over the fate of “ Old Tenor,” and others still by delay on the part of their 
owners to present them in season. Two pieces of this old currency were 
shown at a recent meeting of the Boston Numismatic Society, belonging to 
Mr. Denison R. Slade, who has furnished the Yournal with the following 
descriptions. The bill of 1728 measures 4% by 4 inches, and reads as follows: 


No. One Pound. 2324. 
This Bill of Twenty Shillings Indented Due in the Province of Massachusetts 
Bay in New England to the Possessor there shall be in Value equal to Money and 
shall be accordingly accepted by the Treasurer & Receivers age to him in all 
Public payments & for any stock ; at any time in the Treasury, Boston October . . 
By order the Great and General Court or Assembly. 
1728 1727 
A. Winthrop 
Seal A. Davenport > Com? 
A. Payne 


In March, 1728, the paper money of Massachusetts, in circulation, 
amounted to three hundred and fourteen thousand pounds, in addition to the 
bills of Rhode Island, Connecticut, and New Hampshire, then in circulation 
in the Colony. Large amounts of the currency from these Colonies were also 
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passed from hand to hand in Massachusetts, and strong efforts were made by 
the Boston merchants to prevent it. Silver went up from nineteen shillings 
to twenty-seven shillings the ounce, and continued about the same rate for 
several years. 

The bill of 1742, which measures 53 by 3% inches, reads as follows: 


Five Shillings. 
The Bill of Five Shillings due to ye Possessor thereof from ye Province of ye 
Massachusetts Bay, shall be equal to Thirteen Pennyw' Eight gt of coin Siluer Troy 
Weight of Sterling Alloy or Gold Coin at ye rate of Five Pounds ten Shillings and 
Three Pence pt Ounce and shall be so accepted in all payments to the Treasury Agree- 
able to Act of Assembly June 20th 1741. By order of ye General Court or Assembly. 
(Seal) 
143 

5s. 5s. 1742 
J. Jeffries 
J. Heath 


T. Hutchinson 


‘aa} TWWIO4 
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ee 


Reverse, Twenty Shillings, Old Tenor Five Shillings. 


VALUABLE TREASURE-TROVE. 


AN extraordinary discovery was made early in June last, in Aberdeen, Scotland. 
A number of laborers were digging the foundation of a building in Ross’s Court, Upper 
Kirkgate, an old thoroughfare, and when about three feet below the surface they 
discovered a bronze pot, containing several thousand silver coins. The discovery 
having been brought under the notice of the Crown authorities, the Queen’s Remem- 
brancer instructed the Procurator Fiscal of the City to claim the bronze urn and its 
contents on behalf of the Queen. The owner of the ground in which the find was 
made, refused to give it up, but the authorities insisted upon it, and also required the 
surrender to them of all coins removed by the parties who went to see and examine the 
treasure. The coins were cleared of the verdigris with which they were encrusted, 
and examined by local numismatists, who found that they were of various dates and 
belong to various countries. English coins of the reigns of Edward I and II predomin- 
ate, but there are also Scotch coins of the reign of David and Alexander. In addition, 
there are a considerable number of French coins and ecclesiastical moneys, the latter 
stamped with mitres and pastoral staves. The pieces vary in size from that of a 
threepenny piece to that of a shilling. Twenty-two weighed an ounce, and it is calcu- 
lated that the total number found was from twelve to fourteen thousand ; but a great 
many were removed before the finder realized their value. Several of the coins were 
assayed by the Professor of Chemistry in Aberdeen University, who, in his report, 
states that the tolerably clean coin yielded in 100 parts, 89.88 of silver and 10.12 of 
copper. The composition is, therefore, nearer to that of French coins than of English, 
the latter containing 92.5 per cent of silver to 7.5 per cent of copper; the former go 
per cent of silver and 10 per cent of copper. The Edward coins have an inscription 
round the outer edge of the obverse, with a clear-cut head wearing an open crown. On 
the reverse there is also an inscription, and the coin is marked with the strong defined 
cross peculiar to the quarter money. In the angles formed by the cross, trefoils are 
placed. Another coin has a crowned head in profile, enclosed in a triangle on the 
obverse, and an inscription; while on the reverse it is almost similar to that before 
described, with the exception that stars are substituted for the trefoils. Most of the 
money is of this description, but numismatists state that there are several rare coins 
amongst the number. 
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Those of Edward I. are of the following Mints: London, Canterbury, (Civitas 
Cantor), Bristol (Villa Bristollie), York, Newcastle (Villa Nov. Castri), and Durham 
(Villa Durene). The obverse bears the head of the Sovereign, with a surrounding in- 
scription, “ Edw. R. Angl. Dns. Hyb.”’ (Edwardus Rex Anglia, Dominus Hyberniz). 
On the reverse is a long cross, dividing the coin into four partitions, each partition 
containing three points. There are a few specimens of the Irish of this reign, which 
are distinguished from the English money by having the head enclosed in a triangle 
instead of a circle. The coins of Edward II. belong to various Mints, including Lon- 
don, Dunedin, and St. Edmondsbury. These coins are distinguished from those of the 
First Edward by having on the obverse Edwar., instead of Edwr. The reverse is pre- 
cisely the same. Many of the specimens are in beautiful preservation, having evidently 
been but a short time in circulation. Besides these English coins there are not a few 
Scotch scattered throughout. As far as has been discovered, these belong entirely to 
the reign of Alexander III. On the obverse the head is in profile, with the sceptre in 
front. The head is enclosed ina ring of points which, except in a few of the finest 
specimens. have run together into one continuousline. The inscription is, “ Alexander 
Dei Gra.” On the reverse is the long Maltese cross, running almost to the edge of 
the coin. In each of the four partitions is a star of a varying quantity of rays. The 
inscription on this side is Rex Scotorum.” Scattered throughout the collections are 
also a few coins of different Mints and nationalities. 

The bronze vessel in which the coins were deposited is 18 in. high, and 7% in. in 
diameter across the top. About 4 in. from the lip, the vessel bulges out to a width of 
about 13 in. When discovered it was, with the exception of a small hole in one side, 
quite perfect ; but, unfortunately, the workman’s pick struck off one of the legs, which, 
in separating, carried with it a portion of the adjoining metal. In size and shape the 
pot is almost identical with one discovered some years ago in Loch Kinnord, now in 
the possession of the Marquess of Huntly. A little way under the ears of the jar two 
lines of heads, with deftly marked runlets, go round the vessel. There is a third and 
somewhat broader beading near the bottom of the vessel, a little above the junction of 
the legs. The army of Edward II was encamped for some time near the place where 
the treasure was found, which, though now in the centre of the city, was then waste 
land on the edge of a loch at the north end of the town. For at least two hundred 
years the place where the money was found has been used as a public thoroughfare, 


and the bronze pot, with its valuable contents, was surrounded with sewage, water, and 
gas pipes. 


DISCOVERY OF ROMAN COINS AT MILVERTON. 


An extraordinary discovery of Roman coins has been made near the rail- 
way station, at Milverton, England. It appears that on Friday, May 21, last, 
a waggoner, in the employ of Mr. G. F. Smith, of Milverton, was engaged in 
filling his cart with some gravel, from a pit near the Railway Station, when he 
came upon what he thought was a large stone, but which in reality was a 
Roman amphora. Not noticing the neck, or not knowing the value of what 
he had found, he smashed the amphora on the wheel of the cart, and then, to 
his astonishment, a quantity of small, dark-colored circular pieces of metal 
poured forth. The man did not for a moment imagine that these were coins, 
and he contented himself with putting a few in his pocket for distribution 
among his acquaintances, leaving the remainder where they had fallen among 
the gravel. One of his fellow workmen, later on, made a statement to Mr. 
Smith’s son, who at once instituted a search among the gravel, and, fortu- 
nately, was able to recover many of the coins, but could not discover a vestige 
of the amphora. The coins were of different sizes, and were struck during 
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the later Roman empire. The man states that the urn contained a quart of 
these coins. The majority of those found are copper, but it is believed that 
there were some silver and gold ones among them. The find is additionally 
interesting, inasmuch as it is the first discovery, so far as can be learned, of 
Roman remains in that particular neighborhood. 


Lamington Courter, May 29, 1886. 


HALIFAX PENNY TOKENS. 


In demolishing the old Toll House of the Halifax Dartmouth Ferriage 
Co., a number of copper coins were discovered under a board below the till, 
used for small change by the ferry-master. Among these were twenty-five of 
the old ferry tokens of the company, and a few of the White’s farthings, all in 
beautiful bright red condition. These must have fallen through a small crack 
in the bottom of the till, and laid undisturbed for many years. 

We learn that the entire find was placed in the hands of Mr. Ed. Fros- 
sard, of New York, who has a few remaining specimens, which he offers to 
collectors at $5.00 each. 

The following is a description of the token: Steamboat to left; HALIFAX 
STEAMBOAT COMPANY. Rev. FERRY | TOKEN. Copper; size 13. 


A NEW IDEA IN COINS. 


THE “ come/al” idea, mentioned in a recent issue of the Yourna/, and which is after all, 
only a new version of the goloid dream, turns up again in the following slip, which we find 
floating :— 


A Pittsburgh, Pa., man, in making a study of the coinage question, has hit upon 
a plan that he has promulgated to the country through pamphlets, that is novel, and 
would seem to be worth attention and investigation on its merits. The plan is to coin 
dollars out of both gold and silver in equal value, making the centre of the coin gold 
and the outside silver, with the outside enough thicker to save the more precious metal 
in the centre from wearing away. The projector of this plan believes such a device 
would equalize gold and silver in coinage, and would put at rest the specific value of 
silver used in coinage through this association with gold, and at the same time make a 
dollar for the future that would not be unwieldly, and in that way would be generally 
acceptable to the public. The plan of this Pennsylvania man may yet be brought into 
actual use, and it is worth watching as it progresses in obtaining the opinions of finan- 
ciers and of financial circles. 


With silver “ dollars” worth but seventy cents to-day, and nobody knows how much to- 
morrow, should Uncle Sam continue to pile them up, we think the plan well “worth watching.” 
It would be necessary for the Government to employ a force of accountants to reckon how 
much silver and how much gold the dollar should contain, as well as the value of the deposits 
in the Treasury vaults, when this piece has been coined “ out of both gold and silver in equal 
value ;” these calculations would doubtless need daily revision, but “that’s of no consequence” 
as the amiable Mr. Toots observed; everyone knows Government clerks have nothing to do. 
There would be an opportunity for some inventor to supply a variable and _ self-adjusting 
press, which should automatically adapt itself to the varying size and thickness of the daily 
service of differing planchets, The various styles of beauty which the broad face of the god- 
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dess might be made to display, under the necessary manipulations required by such constant 
changes to fit varying sizes of this contemplated coin, open a wide door for the study of 
aesthetics, and when we but glance at the rich field which would invite the collector of 
varieties, language fails. What other possibilities there are in this delightful suggestion, time 
alone will reveal. ‘The lunatic who proposed the coin, as desirable from an artistic point of 
view, has a fit associate, since mechanical science has such a glorious opportunity. Perhaps the 
Mental Scientists, who deny the existence of matter, — whether silver, gold or what not, —are 
the best parties to undertake to carry out this sapient idea. 


SYMBOLISM ON EASTERN COINS 


THE last report of the Asiatic Society of Bengal contains, as we learn from the “ American 
Antiquarian,” an interesting article on Symbols found on the gold coins of the Guptkas, by W. 
Theobold. ‘The symbols referred to are the fillets, the cornucopia and the footstool. 


The first named, according to the author, bear many points of resem- 
blance to the wreaths in Greek art which are found either in the hands of 
Nike, or surrounding the king’s head, or suspended to the staff of the priest, 
and sometimes seen in the Indo-Scythic coins ; but they are pronounced to be 
not wreaths but rather a noose having a significance entirely different from the 
wreath. ‘The noose, according to the East Indian symbolism, especially in the 
hand of Siva, had a significance which would delight the fancy of Inman and 
every other student of the phallic. In these coins the symbol had a modified 
significance, homologous with the “ sistrum ” of Isis, typical of the fruitfulness 
whereof Iakshmi was the fountain-head. 

The cornucopia is also a symbol, which, though borrowed from the 
Romans, on the Indo-Scythian coins, has come to have an entirely different 
significance. 

‘“A divergence of ideas” is also recognized by the author between the 
Indo-Scythian and the Guptka coins, as in the former the cornucopia is a 
receptacle stored with the kindly fruits of the earth, but the Guptka coins 
represent it as closed, with the upper or broad end convex in form. This the 
author connects with the symbol of the Naga, the curved body of a hooded 
snake being recognized in its form, ete. 

The footstool is not so easily explained, but this is described as a circle 
at the foot of the figure of a goddess, and really represents a coil of the same 
symbolic snake Naga, whose head is seen lying in the lap of the goddess in 
the form of the cornucopia itself. Such is the interpretation of the symbolism 
in Guptka. The suggestions are certainly ingenious, and show much research 
and learning in the line of symbolism. 


FRENCH INDUSTRIAL MEDAL OF HONOR. 


Tue French Government has instituted an ‘“ Industrial Medal of Honor,” 
which is to be conferred on those deserving people who may have served over 
thirty years in the same manufactory or commercial establishment. The 
medals are to be struck in gold, silver and bronze, and will bear on the 
obverse a symbolic effigy of the Republic, and on the reverse the inscription, 
‘‘Honor and Labor,” together with the name of the recipient. 
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MEDALS OF THE ROMAN COLISEUM. 


One of the most celebrated edifices at Rome was the Coliseum. Its 
magnificent ruins, though pillaged by medieval builders, still remain as a 
witness of its former glories. In its amphitheatre the early Christian martyrs 
died for the faith, and countless memories of revel and festival, of combat and 
slaughter cluster about its decaying walls. There are several medals which 
illustrate this building, a brief description of which may be interesting. 


1. One represents on the obverse Titus, seated on the chair of state, 
with a palm-branch in his hand and surrounded by shields, spears, a cuirass, 
helmet, and other apparent prizes for distribution to the successful competitors 
in the eighth or last year of his consulate. The reverse gives the Coliseum 
with a perspective bird’s-eye view of the amphitheatre, with the representation 
of the Meta Sudans on its right side, and on the left two ranges of columns 
one over the other. The apertures in the attic story are alternately square 
and circular, but have no festoons in the upper boxes. 


2. Another presents Titus in the same attitude and with the same 
accompaniments, but the year of the consulate is not marked, and the reverse 
corresponds with the former one, with the exception that the detached colon- 
nade has three columns on the face instead of two, and single festoons are 
suspended in the upper boxes. 


3. <A third has the head of Domitian in the seventh year of his consu- 
late, with the reverse similar to that of his brother Titus. 


4. This presents a head of Severus Alexander, the reverse of which 
differs materially from the preceding. The amphitheatre occupies a much 
less portion of the field, and instead of continuous rows of seats and specta- 
tors in the interior, the arena is represented with a combat between a man 
and wild beast, apparently a hippopotamus or rhinoceros. Instead of the 
Meta Sudans, there is a fragmental shaft of a column raised on a pedestal, 
and the emperor is represented entering the amphitheatre, followed by a 
soldier or attendant; on the other side is a species of low porch with a pedi- 
ment. In the exergue are the letters s-c. 


5. This has on the obverse a fine head of Gordianus, with a reverse 
materially varying from the preceding. ‘The seats are continuous, with specta- 
tors, and there are no upper boxes. A bull is attacking an elephant or hippo- 
potamus, which has a rider on his back. All the windows in the attic are 
round. There is a single figure and not a quadriga in the central arcade of 
the first story. Instead of the Meta Sudans there is a colossal figure of 
Hercules, and on the opposite side the porch of the last medal with a pedi- 
ment and a figure or statue beneath, in the intercolumniation. 


6. Another medal of Gordianus gives on the obverse a head of the 
emperor in full size with his spear and shield, on the latter of which is repre- 
sented a man on horseback, probably the emperor, followed by a warrior and 
preceded by a female holding a crown. The reverse bears the legend muntFI- 
CENTIA GORDIANI AUG., and the amphitheatre is flanked on the one side by a 
colossal statue of Apollo instead of the Hercules already described, and on 
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the other by the porch. There are continuous rows of spectators, with the 
prefect of the games in centre, but there is no upper tier of boxes. In the 
arena is given, as in the preceding, the contest between the bull and elephant. 
A great difference exists in the arcades. There are no statues, but the pier 
of the inner corridor appears in each archway of the two upper storys, and in 
the lowermost one the inner archways also. DONALDSON, 


TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 
BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


Tue Annual Meeting of the Society was held Yaxuary 8th last, when Mr. T. J. 
Coolidge of Boston was elected to membership. Officers for the ensuing year were 
chosen as follows : — Jeremiah Colburn, Pres¢dent. Henry Davenport, Vice President 
and Curator. S.S. Crosby, Treasurer. Wm. S. Appleton, Secretary. The Treasurer’s 
annual report showed the Society to be in a good financial condition. Dr. Woodward 
exhibited the smallest of the “ Morris” patterns of 1783, for 100 units, the large 
“Gloriam Regni” for Canada, of 15 sols, 1670, and an Immune Columbia, with rev. 
Nova Constellatio. Dr. Green showed two of the rare historic North American 
Stamps. 


February 12, at the regular monthly meeting, Mr. Crosby was appointed Presi- 
dent pro tem., Mr. Colburn being prevented by illness from being present. Mr. Deni- 
son R. Slade, of Chestnut Hill, was elected a Resident Member. The session was 
devoted to a discussion of matters of interest to members only. 


From the record of the March meeting we take the following :— 

March 12. The Regular meeting was held this day. The Secretary read the 
report of the last meeting, which was accepted. Mr. Slade being present, his letter of 
acceptance was not read. The Secretary showed a Spanish Dollar of 1758, which was 
clipped down to about half the original size, and countermarked with the stamp of 
Central America. He also spoke of a work lately published by the authorities of the 
British Museum, called “Medallic Illustrations of the History of Great Britain,” in 
which are described some medals relating to America previously unknown to him. 
The Society adjourned at 5 P. M. 





Wo. S. AppLeTON, Secretary. 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, NEW YORK. 


Ar the January Meeting of the American Numismatic and Archaeological Soci- 
ety, Mr. Wright, the Curator of Numismatics, announced the gift of two hundred and 
forty coins and medals to the Cabinet of the Society, from Lea Ahlborn, and Messrs. 

Evans, Hall, Parish, and Reamer. 


At the Annual Meeting in March, the proceedings were of unusual interest. 
Dr. Robert Morris of La Grange was elected an Honorary member, three Correspond- 
ing members were added to the roll, and eight Resident members were admitted, 
making a gain for the year in the active membership of seventeen, and the whole 
number in that class is now one hundred and forty-seven. The Cabinet now contains ' 
upwards of five thousand pieces, and the Library showed many valuable accessions 
during the year. The following gentlemen were elected officers for the ensuing year : 
President, Daniel Parish, Jr. Vice-Presidents, A. C. Zabriskie, D. L. Walter, and Wm. 
Poillon. Secretary, H. R. Drowne. Treasurer, Benjamin Betts. Librarian, Lyman 
H. Low. Curators, Charles H. Wright, of Numismatics, G. L. Feuardent, of Archae- 
ology. Hzstoriographer, Chas. Pryer. Mr. Poillon received the thanks of the Society 
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for his long and faithful services as Secretary, and his retirement was greatly regretted. 
The Society is to be congratulated on its choice of so capable and efficient a gentleman 
as his successor. 


A Special Meeting of the Society was held on the 22d April, when three Life 
Members and thirteen new Resident members were admitted. 


A Special Meeting of this Society was held at the New York University Building, 
July 7, 1886, at 8.15 P. M., President Parish presiding. The following named gentle- 
men were elected to membership :— Life A/embers, Stewart Hartshorn and E. Reuel 
Smith. Resident Members, R. L. Burtsell, D. D., and Franklin Burdge. Corresponding 
Members, for two years, Charles T. Whitman of Albany, Thomas Cunningham of Mo- 
hawk, N. Y., and George R. Drowne of Little Compton, R. I. 

The Society considered the appointment of a committee regarding action of the 
Society on the Celebration of the Centennial of Washington's Inauguration in 1889, 
but postponed action till the next regular meeting. It was voted that the Librarian be 
authorized to subscribe to missing back and current numbers of the American Fournal 
of Numismatics and Coin Collector's Fournal; and that he be directed to write to the 
Numismatic Society of London, that the Society would be willing to take a Life 
Membership, so that it may thereby secure their publications. After the transaction 
of other business, the Society adjourned. 

H. RussE_t Drowne, Secretary. 


NEWPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


At a meeting of the Society, held July roth last, Mr. Geo. H.,Calvert read an in- 
teresting paper on Goethe, subsequent to which, and as connected in a measure there- 
with, Dr. H. R. Storer read a paper upon the Medals of Goethe, giving a description of 
no less than twenty-three, some of which are in his own cabinet, and others in that of 
Dr. Wm. Lee, of Washington, which is now at the office of the U. S. Surgeon General. 
It is not generally known that just as Schiller was a surgeon in the German army and 
Dante studied medicine, so did Goethe also, and wrote valuable works upon compara- 
tive anatomy and natural history, besides being also a numismatist. Dr. Storer’s pres- 
ent catalogue is a chapter from a work upon the history of medicine, from a numismat- 
ist’s point of view, upon which he has been long engaged, and he will be glad to hear 
from the possessors of any Goethe medals, in order that he may make the list, if pos- 
sible, still more perfect. 

Dr. Storer announced donations to the coin collection from Mrs. Smith and Miss 
Eliza Watson. 


NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, LONDON. 


Tue London Numismatic Society is one of the most active and successful bodies 
of the lovers of the science abroad, and from its opportunities for study in the 
cabinets of the British Museum, etc., its meetings are always interesting. In March 
last Mr. T. Jones communicated a paper on the rare didrachm with the owl on the ob- 
verse, and incuse square, diagonally divided, on the reverse, which is attributed by 
Beute to Athens, but which the writer preferred to assign to Chalcis, in Euboea. Mr. 
B. V. Head, while accepting Mr. Jones’s attribution of the coin to the Island of Eu- 
boea, gave some reasons for doubting whether the town of Chalcis was its place of 
mintage. Mr. Head read a paper on the coins discovered on the site of Naucritis dur- 
ing the recent excavations conducted there by Mr. F. Petrie, under the auspices of the 
Egypt Exploration Fund. He also exhibited to the meeting specimens of the coins 
found, ranging in date from the time of Amasis, B. C. 530, down to that of the Emperor 
Commodus, A. D. Igo. 
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NOTES AND QUERIES. 
WASHINGTON CENTS SO-CALLED. 

Tue place of mintage of the “ Washington Cent” of 1791 has been disputed by collectors, 
some believing the piece to be of American production, while others claim it was struck abroad. 
I believe no mention has been made in the Yourna/ of the comments in a note on the unique 
Washington Trial piece, offered in Mr. Crosby’s sale, some time since, (No. 299,) from the Clay 
Collection. This has on obverse a military bust of Washington to the left, and the reverse 
blank. It was said to be from the unfinished die of the Cent of 1791, and struck on a Maccles- 
field token —first ground down to an even surface, the edge remaining as when originally 
struck. This was “obtained from the widow of Hancock, the medallist of Birmingham, and 
proves the origin of these Cents beyond a doubt.” Thinking this may be of sufficient interest 
to be preserved in your pages, I forward it for that purpose. K. G. 


BELGIAN MEDICAL MEDALS. 


Tue Medical Society of Ghent (La Société de Médecin de Gand), has published a work 
entitled “ Livre Jubilaire,” a volume of upwards of four hundred pages, which, in addition to a 
large number of papers on medical subjects, has for its opening chapter an essay entitled 
Numismatique Médicale Belge, by H. Kluyskens. Incidental contributions to numismatics, like 
this, are valuable, but are apt to be overlooked by those interested in such specialties. The 
work can be obtained from Georges Carré, 112 Boulevard St. Germain, Paris, or A. Manceaux, 
12 Rue des Trois-tétes, Brussells. The price is 15 francs. M. 


BRASHER DOUBLOON, 


WE notice on another page the reported find of a reputed 1804 Dollar. We learn that a 
more authentic discovery has lately been made by our friend Mr. Lyman H. Low, the well 
known coin dealer of New York. He is a doubter as to 1804 Dollars, but the Brasher Doub- 
Joon which he has brought out of obscurity seems to be an undoubted piece, and it has been in 
the possession of the family from whom he obtained it, for upwards of eighty years. We learn 
from another source that the price paid was not far from $100, and an offer of about three 
times that sum has since been made for it. 

1799 CENT. 


Dr. C. E. FRASER, JR., in some notes on U.S. Cents, printed in “ Zhe Mohawk Standard,” 
an amateur numismatic and philatelic publication, says of the 1799 Cent, “904,585 pieces 
were struck at the U.S. Mint. Their scarcity is attributed to the exportation to Africa of 
700,500 pieces, which were sold to the negroes for neck ornamentation. The finest 1799 Cent 
is known as the Abbey cent, and is valued at $200,” 


LOST AND FOUND. 


In 1879, Mr. George E. Coffin of Tuckanuck, was awarded a silver medal by the Govern- 
ment, for heroic conduct at the wrecks of two vessels, and a year later it was stolen from him 
in New London. On April 9, 1886, he had the medal returned to him by Hon. Nicholas 
Hathaway of Fall River, who had purchased it from a saloon keeper who received it from a 
drunken sailor.—From the O/d Colony Memorial, April 22, 1886. 

WILLIAM Barrows, of Scituate, found a token on Jericho Beach recently, bearing the 
inscription, “In commemoration of the extinction of colonial slavery throughout the British 
dominions in the reign of William IV.” The reverse has a figure of a slave, with his shackles 
broken, and the words, “ This is the Lord’s doings, 1784.” 





RED JACKETS MEDAL. 


Tue Yournal for October, 1885, contained an illustration and a brief account of 
the Medal presented this famous Indian chief by Washington. A correspondent sends 
us the following reference to this medal, found in a paper entitled “ Buffalo Fifty years 
ago,’ and read before the Buffalo Historical Society, on April 27, 1886 :— “ The medal 
given him by Washington was left in Stephenson’s jewelry store at one time. It was 
old and battered, with the word ‘Washington’ and some designs. It was sold b 
mistake for old silver, but recovered, and is now in possession of General Ely Parker.’ 
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COIN SALES. 


W. FE. WOODWARD’S SALES. 


OwING to unavoidable circumstances, we have omitted to report this series since January last, and 
sales have followed each other so rapidly that we are now obliged to content ourselves with notices neces- 
sarily very brief, in order that we may ‘‘ catch up” with those which we have passed. We avoid repeti- 
tion by saying these sales have been held, as for many years past, at the well known auction rooms of 
Messrs. Bangs & Co., Nos. 739, 741, Broadway, New York. 


Sale Eighty-one. A book sale, comprising the owner's Archaeological and Numismatical Library, 
which contained a large number of volumes and pamphlets on these subjects. It was also rich in privately 
printed and large paper books, works relating to the death of Washington, and to local history and 
genealogy. The works of printing clubs, of amateur editors and authors were especially full, both large 
paper and the usual editions; we notice but few bringing exceptionally large prices, amongst which were 
books of the early New England divines, the Mathers and others; a set of the English Notes and Queries 
in elegant full calf, in forty-seven volumes, was very cheap at $99.88. The Amherst collection of Eulogies 
on Washington, a volume so rare that it is seldom seen, $10.50; but the average was by no means large. 


Sale Eighty-two. The Wagman Collection in Archaeology, Mineralogy, Geology, and relics of 
American wars, beginning with the conflict with the French and Indians. ‘The collection was made by 
Mr, Henry Wagman, and the catalogue was introduced by a pleasant little note from Col. Wm. L. Stone. 
The objects were generally of much interest and sold well, especially the archaeological specimens from 
Saratoga County. 


Sale Eighty-three. The Numismatic Collection of John S. Twining, —a small collection, but an 
exceptionally fine one. We quote as follows: Dollars.—1794, $55; ‘98, 15 stars, rev. small eagle, ex. f., 
16.50; do. 13 stars, small eagle, 5.25; 1854, f., 6.50; 55, splen. pr., 7.60. Half Dollars.—1794, 8.25 ; 
1802, barely cir., 14; "15, v.f.. 6.35. Démes.—1800, 4.75; ‘ol, barely cir., 4.75: '03, f., 5.10. F/alf 
Dimes.—1794, nearly f., 1.80; '95, 1.95; °96, v. f., 15; ‘97. 5-25; 1801, v. f., 3; ‘02, fair, 20.50, the 
cheapest sold in many years. Cents.—17y5. thick, lettered edge, blemished by a little cut, 7.38; do. thin 
planchet, unc., 10; °97, v. f., 2.50; ‘99, good, genuineness guaranteed, 7; 1804, perfect die, v. f. indeed, 
48.50; ’o7 over ’06, perhaps the finest known, 38.25; ‘og, f., 5.25; °4, sharp and very fine, 18.14; °23, 
original, unusually good, 5.28; °28, red, sharp, 6 75; °30, f., sharp, bright, 13.25. Half Cent, 1796, very 
fair, 16. A number of fine gold coins sold well. Minor proof sets went at exceptionally good prices, and 
the full sets of United States coins showed a marked improvement in prices above recent sales. The 
feature of the sale was, however, the unique ‘‘ Bit” purchased in England from Mr. Shorthouse. It sold for 
$272, and is now in the fine cabinet of Mr. Loring G. Parmelee. The Quarter Crown of Louis XIV, rev. 
‘**Gloriam Regni,” was literally thrown away at 50.50, only about half the price it cost Mr. Woodward in 
the same room a few days before the sale. The prices at this sale were by no means high, but were 
entirely satisfactory to the owner. A Washington pitcher of about the period of 1800 brought $9, about 
a third of what it would have brought several years ago. A number of Japanese netsukes were sold at 
prices ranging from 45 cents to $9. These were from the collection of young Mr. Woodward, who has 
made netsukes a specialty. 


Sale Eighty-four. The Tilton Collection, which has for many years been known. The sale, we judge, 
was a disappointment to the consignee as well as to the owner. The pieces sold low, and seem to have 
attracted little attention, although the collection contained a goodly number of rare store cards, copper- 
heads, etc. 


Sale Eighty-five. A collection of Postage and Revenue Stamps, with some Continental, Confederate 
and Fractional Currency, a few Autographs, etc., mainly a consignment from a well known dealer and 
collector. All these sold fairly well. 


Sale Eighty-six. Archaeology; Consignments from various private collectors and museums. A 
collection from Los Angeles found ready buyers at good prices; another from Georgia also sold excep- 
tionally well. An olla of great size and fine workmanship brought $48; a discoidal stone from Cherokee 
County, $37. A considerable number of pipes brought good prices, as did also some ethnological articles 
and antiquities from Egypt we notice particularly the decrease in price of Oregon points, which seems 
to have dropped with the supply; they were not long ago sold by dealers at prices from 25c. to $5. The 
supply was believed to be practically inexhaustible, but scarcely one has been found for years. The sale 
as a whole shows the increasing interest in the archaeology of North America. 


Sale Eighty-seven. Minerals. The Wettstein Museum at Negaunee, Michigan. This sale imme- 
diately succeeded the sale of the beautiful stock of the Jasperized Wood and Mineral Co., and while the 
museum was of a high class and of considerable value, coming on the same evening with the other sale 
referred to, its results were very meagre, and proved a disappointment to the worthy and industrious 
proprietor of the Negaunee museum. 

Mr. Woodward nearly thirty years ago fixed upon a form and size for his catalogues, which has met 
with the approval of all American collectors and dealers, and has been generally followed, certainly in 
shape, as a matter of convenience to collectors who so generally preserve and bind them; but when we 
received his mineralogical catalogue, properly belonging in the series as No. 87, we did not recognize it 
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as one of his. for it differed widely in size as well as in other respects from its predecessors. Not until 
inquiry did we discover the fact of its intended sequence, and we leave those who know him to imagine 
his unspeakable disgust at the sight of this production, the leaves of which resemble the mainsheet of the 
** Mayflower,” with none of its trimness of build gr construction, and containing an ample supply of what 
printers call ** fat,” to freight the vessel. The collection itself was admirable, surpassing in quality and in 
beauty any similar lot ever sold in the country. We pass the matter and the sale without further notice. 


Sale Eighty-eight. A small collection of coins, a portion consigned from a Canadian collection, a 
selection from the Randall stock, and a small selection from the New York collection of Mr. Quackenboss. 
All of these sold well, the Canadian consignment particularly so. A series of Canadian communicants’ 
tokens ranged from $2.10 upwards, Canadian store cards from 25 to 85 cents each, a number of Canadian 
medals from 15 cents to $15. The Franco-American token ‘* Non inferiora metallis,” sold at the very low 
price of $10. 

FROSSARD’S SALES. 

On July 1 and 2, was sold by Messrs. Geo. A. Leavitt & Co., New York, a very fine collection of 
Ancient and Modern Coins, the latter chiefly of Russia, the property of Mr. Wm. B. Edwards of Balti- 
more, a gentleman who for the last twenty-eight years held a confidential position near the Imperial 
family of Russia, and has but just returned to his native land. The catalogue, by Mr. Ed. Frossard, 
is one of the best and most carefully compiled of his series, being the Fifty-sixth auction sale held by 
him. A stater of Maronea sold for $30; one of Alexander the Great and one of Philip III, both in 
fine condition, to and 10.25 respectively ; Byzantine solidus and triens sold at very low prices, the former 
averaging 4, and the latter 1.25; a sequin of Jean de la Vallette, G. M. of the Knights of St. John of 
Jerusalem, struck at Malta, sold for 8.50; one of Pierre de Monti, another G. M., 6.50, and one of Hugues 
de Loubens, 3.50. Among the ancient coins were three lots of silver drachms of Parthian kings, the first 
of which comprising thirty pieces, all in fine condition and of different kings, sold for the very low price of 
30 cents each, while eighty-six duplicates averaged only about 15 cents. Superb silver medals of Russian 
rulers, somewhat similar to our National Series, averaged a trifle over intrinsic value, and the beautiful 
and rare gold coins of Russia sold at equally low prices. 

Mr. Frossard is now cataloguing Part II of this collection, comprising. among other pieces of 
interest. Coins and Medals of Russia and Poland, and this portion will be sold toward the close of Octo- 
ber. Collectors wishing copies forwarded to them, should send their address to him at 787 and 789 
Broadway. New York. 

Mr. Frossard has recently finished the catalogue of an immense and valuable collection of American, 
Egyptian, Greek and Roman Antiquities, also Coins and Medals, the property of the well known antiquary, 
Monsieur Eugene Boban, formerly of Mexico. The sale will take place at Geo. A. Leavitt & Co.’s. New 
York, some time in December next. Among the Greek pottery is a diota or vase nearly as large as, and 
of a style equal to the celebrated Portland vase now in the British Museum. 


LOW’S SALE. 


Mr. Low’s Sale of September 20, the collection being lately the property of Messrs. Tenney & Por- 
chers, was quite a success, although it did not contain many rarities. The collection as a whole brought 
fair prices, and the purchasers from abroad were quite numerous. ‘Two Canadian tokens, De L’isle de 
Montreal a Repentiguy ou Lachesnaye, rev., Cheval, brought $4.25; one of the Halifax Steamboat Com- 
pany, rev., Ferry token, 5.35; a Mexican 8 Reales piece of 1813, 10.20; an Isle of Man Shilling token, 
Douglas Bank, 1811, 10.25; Dollar of 1839, 28.50; Canada Medal of George II, ** Canada Subdued.” br.. 
6.50; Queen Anne Farthing, 1714, 7 25; Cromwell Shilling, restrike, 6; James II, Pattern Crown, 27.50. 


THE MARIS SALE OF THE MARIS COLLECTION. 


Dr. Manis having prepared his own catalogue of his own collection, offered the same at auction 
through Messrs. Stans V. Henkels & Co., Philadelphia, June 21 last. Some statements having been 
made as to this sale which are incorrect, we are authorized to say, that although the name of a New York 
dealer was placed on the title page, that gentleman did ‘* not own a single piece in it,” and Dr. Maris 
was ‘‘ driven to the necessity of placing it there by the attitude of other dealers, who protested against a 
collector cataloguing his own collection.” We have no knowledge who the dealers were who so protested, 
but our information as to matters alluded to comes to us most directly. The collection was rich in the 
specialties in which Dr. Maris has so long been interested and brought good prices. We quote as follows : 

Quarter Eagles, 1796, with stars, $45; without stars, 15; a Dollar of 1795. fillet head, uncir., 
15.25; ‘98, same condition, 19; 1851, 51; 1858, pr., 30.25; Quarter Dollar, 1796, uncir., 16.50; 
Dimes, 1797, 13 stars, very good, 10; 1802, fine, 34; Half Dimes, ‘95, not in Newlin, 14.50; “96. 
uncir., 20.50; 1802, poor, 16.20; 1805. uncir., 65. Pattern Pieces, 1792 Cent, without silver centre, and 
Disme, the latter from the Mint collection, 67.50 each ; 1838 Dollar, plain edge, 117.50; 1839 Dollar. 36; 
1856 nickel Cent, rev. wreath and shield, 5.60; set of 17 pattern Half Dollars of 1877, silver or copper, 
182; fine pattern Dollars of 1877, struck in cop., at 30.; the set of 1879, stella, goloid, etc., 12 pieces, 
all struck in aluminum, 100; 1879, goloid, $20. gold, 50; 1882, pattern Dollar, cop., 22.60; 1885 Lullar, 
edge with raised insc., cop., 15. Cents, 1795. Jefferson head, v. f., sold for $50; ‘99 do., f., 25; 1809, 
uncir., 26. Colonials, Nova Constellatio, rev. Immune Columbia, 28; do. same rev. blunt rays, 92 50; 
1785, Confederatio, rev. Inimica Tyrannis Americana, 130; and Franklin Cent, silver, rev. names of 
States inscribed on 13 rings, 201. Total receipts from the sale nearly $4,000. 
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STILL ANOTHER 1804 DOLLAR. 


Tue following item, “important if true,” appears in Thompson’s American Bank Report 
for August 21st last. We should advise Peter to realize. 


Peter Elwanger, a marketman in Louisville, Ky., is the possessor of a silver 
dollar coined in 1804, which he has refused to sell for $800. The coin came into his 
possession through an aged relative in Indiana, who has owned it for over fifty years. 
There are but seven pieces of that date in existence, and they are valued at $1,000 
each by coin collectors. 





RELICS OF THE STONE AGE IN GEORGIA. 


Stone utensils of a higher artistic order than have usually rewarded the relic 
hunter have been unearthed from mounds recently opened in Georgia. There are stone 
vases and jugs of superier workmanship, the inevitable pipes, and, besides, rude blades 
of copper, which show that the Aborigines had advanced somewhat in the use of their 
resources in metal. The articles cut from stone are said to be remarkable for their 
exact proportions and smooth finish. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


GazzETtTTA NUMISMATICA, DIRETTA DEL DOTTOR SOLONE AMBROSOLL. Como; ANNO VI°, 1886. 





Iraty, long the foremost nation in art, is particularly prominent in numismatology. 
The Gaszetta Numismatica, under the learned direction of Dr. Ambrosoli, presents 
monthly, in eight quarto pages, a series of valuable papers upon the coins and medals 
of the various dynasties of Italy from the earliest times. Since the days of Petrarch, 
first of modern collectors, the scholars of Italy have pursued this study with a zeal and 
a generous rivalry which have been productive of the highest results. Dr. Ambrosoli, 
himself the erudite author of Zecchi Jtaliane, a standard work, has a list of more than 
thirty contributors to the past five volumes of the Gazzetta. The entire series can be 
obtained if desired, which would bring to the student of Italian coins and medals a 
wealth otherwise unattainable. The subscription, post free, is 12 francs fer annum. 
GEO. A. GORDON. 


CANADIAN NUMISMATICS. — A DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE OF COINS, TOKENS AND MEDALS, 
ISSUED IN OR RELATING TO THE DOMINION OF CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND, WITH 
NOTES, GIVING INCIDENTS IN THE HISTORY OF MANY OF THESE COINS AND MEDALS, 
By Ropert WALLACE McLacuian. [Arms of the Dominion.] MONTREAL; PRIVATELY 
PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR. Royal 8°, pp. 127. 


In this volume, largely reprinted from the pages of the Journal, Mr. McLachlan 
has added another volume of value to the slowly increasing list of works by American 
numismatists. It has been a labor of love to the author, whose diligent study of the 
coins in his own cabinet, — one of the most extensive, if not indeed the very largest of 
those devoted to this special department, — has enabled him to make an interesting 
book, as well as one which shows on every page how large an amount of careful 
research and industrious application he has bestowed upon it. 

In the reprint, Mr. McLachlan has substituted descriptions of communicants’ 
tokens, and one Masonic piece, in place of nine numbers, 399 to 407, accidently dupli- 
cated in the Journal. 

As the book will doubtless serve for one of reference, both by cataloguers and 
collectors, we mention further that 485 in the /ourna/ list has been changed to 486, 
and a new 485 inserted. No. 486 was the Avalonia piece, so called, concerning which 
Mr. H. W. Richardson made such a ludicrous blunder in the Magazine of American 
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History, some time ago, when he stated in an article he has since called “ purely con- 
jectural,” that “there cavz be no doubt that the Avalon Penny was coined by the inge- 
nious nobleman, [Lord Baltimore] probably before 1628.” It would be very easy to 
show the folly of Mr. Richardson's later attempts to explain away his “conjectural” 
statement, — which it seems to us comes very near being a positive statement, — were 
such a course desirable, but this is not the place. We are happy to see that Mr. 
McLachlan has purged his pages of the error, and, in fact, of all reference to the piece. 
The volume is advertised in another place in this number of the Journal. 


EDITORIAL. 


We have seen a statement that the U. S. Mint Cabinet has been exchanging some of its 
duplicates of rare and early Colonial issues for certain dates of gold coins which it lacks, and 
it was implied that the exchange was far more profitable to the dealer than to the Government. 
Whether such a statement is correct or not we do not know, but we venture to say that in most 
cases the gold would be more readily obtained at a lower price by watching sales, and buying 
such pieces as are needed from time to time ; while on the other hand the condition of many of 
those duplicates in the Cabinet was such that if offered in some good collection, much better 
prices would be secured by the competition among collectors for these early issues than they are 
likely to bring in exchange. The rarer Colonials are becoming more and more valuable, and 
collectors of gold coins are about as rare as the rarest dates. We are glad to find the Cabinet 
is securing missing dates in any series, but is this the best way ? 

Mr. Lyman H. Low, of New York, has lately issued a reprint of his valuable paper on 
the Revolutionary Coinage of Morelos, which appeared in a late number of the Yourna/. It is 
elegantly and tastefully printed on heavy toned paper, with broad margins and rubricated title, 
and is made still more attractive by illustrations showing nearly all the varieties described. 
This is a move in the right direction. ‘The labor and research of those of our numismatists 
who have given time to the study of special departments of American coins and medals, has too 
often failed to be appreciated, because known only to a limited number. May such essays as 
this be multiplied. 

Mr. Jos. Leroux, of Montreal, has decided to publish a paper devoted to the interests of 
collectors of coins, medals, stamps, paper money, etc. The paper is to be issued monthly and 
the price of subscription being 50 cents per annum, it is hoped by its projector that it may have 
a wide circulation among collectors. Its title is Ze Co/lectionneur, and it is printed in French 
and English. 


WE have received a reply from Mr. R. Coulton Davis to some comments made in a recent 
notice of his book, in the Yourna/, which will appear in our next number. 


CURRENCY. 


Ir you would know what a dollar is worth, try to borrow one. 

STRIKES at the United States Mint are progressing, and are profitable to the Silver 
maniacs, if not to the public. 

Boop.e, derived from the Scotch “bo’dle,” a coin nearly equal toacent. Used to denote 
the intrinsic value of a soul of a New York alderman. 

Tue head of the goddess of the Bland dollar, some cynically observant person points out, 
has a cheek out of all proportion to the other parts of the face. 





Wuo was the greatest and earliest financier mentioned in Scripture? Why, Noah, for he 
successfully floated a limited company when all the rest of the world was in liquidation, 











